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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A security unit for a cargo container, comprising: 

a positioning receiver configured to provide a position of the cargo container; 

a memory configured to store a first geocentric zone and a second geocentric zone; 

and 

a controller coupled to said positioning receiver and said memory, said controller 
configured to: 

receive said position of the cargo container from said 
positioning receiver; 

determine if said position of the cargo container is within one 
of said first geocentric zone and said second geocentric zone stored in 
said memory; 

operate in a first operating mode associated with said first 
geocentric zone if said position is within said first geocentric zone; and 

operate in a second operating mode associated with said second 
geocentric zone if said position is within said second geocentric zone. 

2. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1, wherein said memory is 
further configured to store a third geocentric zone and said controller is further configured to 
determine if said position of the cargo container is within said third geocentric zone and 
operate in a third operating mode associated with said third geocentric zone if said position 
is within said third geocentric zone. 
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3. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 2, wherein said memory is 
further configured to store a fourth geocentric zone and said controller is further configured 
to determine if said position of the cargo container is within said fourth geocentric zone and 
operate in a fourth operating mode associated with said fourth geocentric zone if said 
position is within said fourth geocentric zone. 

4. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1, wherein said cargo 
container is a passenger compartment. 

5. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1, wherein said position has 
an accuracy of about plus or minus ten kilometers (±10 km). 

6. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1, wherein said position has 
an accuracy of about plus or minus 15 meters (±15 m). 

7. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1 ? wherein said position 
receiver is a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver. 

8. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1, wherein said position is a 
Radio Frequency (RF) receiver that is configured to receive a RF broadcast of at least said 
position. 

9. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1, wherein said first 
geocentric zone and said second geocentric zone are specified with at least a first latitude 
and a first longitude. 
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10. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 9, wherein said first 
geocentric zone is further specified with at least a first radius. 

1 1 . The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1 , wherein said geocentric 
zone is a port of lading. 

12. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1, wherein said first 
operating mode comprises a first communication system mode and said second operating 
mode comprises a second communication system mode. 

13. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1 5 wherein said first 
operating mode comprises a first transmission interval mode and said second operating 
mode comprises a second transmission interval mode. 

14. The security for the cargo container of claim 1, wherein said first operating 
mode comprises a first route mapping mode and said second operating mode comprises a 
second route mapping mode. 

15. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1, further comprising a first 
security sensor configured to generate first security data associated with the cargo container 
and wherein said controller is configured to receive said first security data and identify a 
security event based at least in part on said first security data. 
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16. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 15, further comprising a 
second security sensor configured to generate second security data associated with the cargo 
container and said controller is configured to receive said second security data and identify 
said security event based at least in part upon said first security data and said second 
security data. 

17. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 15, wherein said security 
event is stored in said memory. 

18. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1, wherein said security 
even is transmitted to a security operation center. 

19. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1, further comprising a 
sensor configured to generate a data associated with a condition of the cargo container and 
said controller is configured to receive said condition and operate in said first operating 
mode if said position is within said first geocentric zone and if said condition is met. 

20. The security unit for the cargo container of claim 1, wherein said condition is 
motion of the cargo container. 
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21 . A security method for a cargo container, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a position of the cargo container; 

determining if said position of the cargo container is within a 
first geocentric zone; 

determining if said position of the cargo container is within a 
second geocentric zone; 

operating in a first operating mode associated with said first 
geocentric zone if said position is within said first geocentric zone; and 

operating in a second operating mode associated with said 
second geocentric zone if said position is within said second geocentric 
zone. 

22. The security method for the cargo container of claim 21 , further comprising 
the steps of: 

determining if said position of the cargo container is within a third geocentric 

zone; and 

operating in a third operating mode associated with said third geocentric zone if 
said position is within said third geocentric zone. 

23. The security method for the cargo container of claim 22, further comprising 
the steps of: 

determining if said position of the cargo container is within said fourth geocentric 
zone; and 

operating in a fourth operating mode associated with said fourth geocentric zone if 
said position is within said fourth geocentric zone. 
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24. The security method unit for the cargo container of claim 21, wherein said 
cargo container is a passenger compartment. 

25. The security method for the cargo container of claim 21, wherein said 
position has an accuracy of about plus or minus ten kilometers (±10 km). 

26. The security method for the cargo container of claim 21, wherein said 
position has an accuracy of about plus or minus fifteen meters (±15 m). 

27. The security method for the cargo container of claim 21, wherein said first 
geocentric zone and said second geocentric zone are specified with at least a first latitude 
and a first longitude. 

28. The security method for the cargo container of claim 27, wherein said first 
geocentric zone is further specified with at least a first radius. 

29. The security method for the cargo container of claim 21, wherein said 
geocentric zone is a port of lading. 

30. The security method for the cargo container of claim 21, wherein said first 
operating mode comprises a first communication system mode and said second operating 
mode comprises a second communication system mode. 

31. The security method for the cargo container of claim 21, wherein said first 

operating mode comprises a first transmission interval mode and said second operating 

mode comprises a second transmission interval mode. 
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32. The security method for the cargo container of claim 21, wherein said first 
operating mode comprises a first route mapping mode and said second operating mode 
comprises a second route mapping mode. 

33. The security method for the cargo container of claim 21, further comprising 
the steps of: 

generating first security data associated with the cargo container; and 
identifying a security event based at least in part on said first security data. 

34. The security method for the cargo container of claim 33, further comprising 
the steps of: 

generating second security data associated with the cargo container; and 

identifying said security event based at least in part upon said first security data 
and said second security data. 

35. The security method for the cargo container of claim 33, further comprising 
the step of storing said security event. 

36. The security method for the cargo container of claim 33, further comprising 
the step of transmitting said security event to a security operation center. 
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37. The security method for the cargo container of claim 21, further comprising 
the steps of: 

generating data associated with a condition of the cargo container; and operating in 
said first operating mode if said position is within said first geocentric zone and if said 
condition is met. 

38. The security method for the cargo container of claim 37, wherein said 
condition is motion of the cargo container. 
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